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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
September 4, 2022

A Love of First Preference
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Jesus is radical and absolute when 
speaking about his first preference 

for love. When Jesus says his disciples 
should “hate,” he means only that we 
should place God first in our hearts. 
And when God is first, we will actually 
love everyone else more and better. Saint 
Gregory comments on this passage: “In 
this world let us love everyone, even 
though he be our enemy; but let us hate 
him who opposes us on our way to God, 
though he be our relative. We should, 
then, love our neighbor; we should have 
charity towards all—towards relatives 

and towards strangers—but without 
separating ourselves from the love of 
God out of love for them” (Evangelia 
homiliae, 37, 3).

Jesus’ words mean we cannot be 
halfhearted in our love for God or 
neighbors—even if our neighbor is an 
enemy. The very nature of love is to 
put others first. The first “other” is God 
himself.

Religious brothers and sisters living 
by the vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience—as monks, hermits, or other 
forms of consecrated life—testify to the 
world that this radical, loving God is 
first above all things. They deserve our 
support and our imitation.

There are many ways to love God 
and neighbor. And everyone, regardless 
of job or title, vocation or station in 
life, can love. This Labor Day weekend, 
consider thinking about how you can 
better love those with whom you spend 
your workday: employees or supervisors, 
colleagues and customers, those who 
serve you and those you serve. +

There are many ways  
to love God and neighbor. 
And everyone, regardless 
of job or title, vocation or 
station in life, can love.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Every injustice inflicted 
on a person who works 
tramples on human dignity 
and the dignity of the one 
who does this injustice....
Today, join with many men 
and women...who fight for 
justice in the world of work, 
for those...who manage their 
businesses fairly, even if they 
themselves lose as a result.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 1, 2020

Sunday Readings
Wisdom 9:13–18b
Scarcely can we guess the things  
on earth, and only with difficulty 
grasp what is at hand; 
but things in heaven, who can search 
them out?

Philemon 9–10, 12–17
So if you regard me (Saint Paul)  
as a partner, welcome (Onesimus)  
as you would me.

Luke 14:25–33
Whoever does not carry his own cross 
and come after me cannot be my 
disciple. 

• While at work, do I live out 
my vocation as a disciple of 
Jesus?

• Am I living and working  
as I had hoped I would? 
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Good Housekeeping
By Fr. Stephen Rehrauer, CSsR

We seek the good. But not all 
“goods” are equal. Some are 

more important than others. People are 
more important and have greater value, 
and thus are “higher goods,” than, for 
example, furniture. A starving human 
being’s life is of greater value than 
private property. Learning to correctly 
distinguish between goods of higher 
and lower value is one part of forming 
our conscience.

Classical moral theory distinguishes 
between “true” or “authentic” goods and 
those that are merely “instrumental.” 
True goods are those that have value 
in and of themselves. They are worth 
seeking and realizing for their own sake: 
a dignified human life, love, fidelity to 
our relationships, truth, beauty, integrity, 
justice, friendship, wisdom, knowledge 
of God, and happiness. Instrumental 
goods are useful only as a means for 
attaining true goods.

Money is an instrumental good. As 
a medium of exchange, its only moral 
value lies in what we do with it. It can be 
sought and attained through good or evil 
means, and it can be used as a means for 
good or evil. It should only be used to 
pursue and attain authentic goods.

Although folk wisdom reminds us 
that money can’t buy happiness, many 
people find a kind of pseudo-happiness 
in attaining and amassing money based 
on the fantasy of what they can do with 
it—even if all they do with it is make 
more money. In being satisfied only 

with possessing and accumulating more 
money, as if this were a good in itself, 
they cheat themselves of the opportunity 
to use their wealth for that which really 
and authentically satisfies.

Power is also an instrumental good. 
The pope, the president of the United 
States, and the father and mother of a 
family all have power and authority over 
others. That authority is an instrument 
that can be used to serve the authentic 
common good of others…or not. When 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
September 5–10

Monday, Weekday:  
1 Cor 5:1–8 / Lk 6:6–11

Tuesday, Weekday:  
1 Cor 6:1–11 / Lk 5:12–19

Wednesday, Weekday:  
1 Cor 7:25–31 / Lk 6:20–26

Thursday, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
Mi 5:1–4a or Rom 8:28–30 / Mt 1:1–16, 18–23 or 
Mt 1:18–23

Friday, St. Peter Claver:  
1 Cor 9:16–19, 22b–27 / Lk 6:39–42

Saturday, Weekday: 1 Cor 10:14–22 / Lk 6:43–49

Good and gracious God, 
encourage us in our work, 

calm us in our rest, and  
inspire us in our prayer. We 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

power itself is treated as an authentic 
good, holding onto power becomes 
a supreme value. This can breed 
corruption and despotism, disfiguring 
the moral life of the one who has power 
and harming those subjected to its use.

It is easy to confuse instrumental and 
authentic goods. We can treat money, 
power, and fame as if they were true 
goods and treat people as if they were 
instrumental goods. The Christian 
should never sacrifice authentic goods 
in the pursuit of lower goods. We 
should not trade our relationships with 
people for wealth or power; we should 
not sacrifice our personal integrity in 
the pursuit of comfort; we should not 
endanger the common good in the 
realization of our own personal desires. 
Christian moral life is a matter of having 
our priorities correctly ordered. +

The Christian should never 
sacrifice authentic goods in 
the pursuit of lower goods. 
We should not trade our 
relationships with people  

for wealth or power.


